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lieving a Most Worthy Woman and Three children from real dis- 
tress, their only dependence being on the Emoluments arising 
from his office as rector of Saint Georges Parish, and we trust 
would not injure the common cause as he might be put under 
sufficient restrictions in respect to his future behaviour; which 
we believe he fully means shall be friendly and inoffensive so as 
not to give the least cause of suspicion; or he would engage to 
leave the State and go to New England the place of his Nativity. 

Tho we could wish his case would allow him to continue in his 
parish as nine tenths of the people in it are of the Church of Eng- 
land and we believe a large majority would wish him to continue 
their minister. 

We are with due respect 

Your Excellency's 

Most obedient Servants 

Geo Parker 
Levin Joynes 
James Arbuckle. 

Parker, 

Edm d Custis." 
His Excellency Thomas Nelson Jun r . Esq r . 



INSPECTION OF WHEAT. 

To the Honorable Speaker of the House of Delegates and the 
rest of the members of the Honorable House — 

The Petition of several Merchants and other Inhabitants of 
the Town of Alexandria and County of Fairfax Humbly sheweth 

That the Manufacturing Wheat has been for some years past 
carried to such an extent by the Inhabitants of the Western Coun- 
ties as to render Flour and Broad Staple Commodities of the State 
and which like our other Staple Tobacco can never be carried on 
with a proper Character and prospect of Success to Foreign Mark- 
ets unless every precaution and care is taken to render the Quality 
of them equal to the quality of the Flour and Bread shipped from 
the neighbouring States That the Wheat raised upon our Lands 
is in quality equal to the wheat raised in neighboring States is a 
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point not denied and it is a point equally certain and acknowl- 
edged that in all Foreign Markets our Flour in point of Char- 
acter and we greatly fear in point of Quality is far inferior to the 
Flour of the neighbouring States and this your Petitioners can 
ascribe to no other cause than a stricter attention being paid by 
them to the Quality of the Flour which they intend for exporta- 
tion and a greater exactness in examining into the Flour actually 
shipped than is met with in this State — 

That the City of Philadelphia has for a number of years carried 
on a very extensive Flour Trade and the Flour shipped from that 
Port has been generally held in higher estimation in all Foreign 
Markets than the Flour shipped from any other part of the Con- 
tinent: This your Petitioners conceive must arise altogether from 
the different modes established by them for the inspection of their 
Flour founded on a long course of experience — 

That the Town of Baltimore Tho' young in that Business com- 
paratively speaking yet having of late having adopted all the es- 
sentials of the Philadelphia Inspection begin this day to rival 
Philadelphia in that Branch of Business at Foreign Markets : It 
is unnecessary for your Petitioners to point out to the honorable 
House the benefits a Country will enjoy or the evils it will sustain 
from the good or evil reports respecting the Quality of the Staple — 

That the City of Philadelphia from long experience in that 
Branch of Business has discovered that the appointing of a single 
Inspector for the examination of all Flour brought to that Fort 
is one of the most beneficial regulations they have ever made in 
that Business and one person only is appointed Inspector with 
power from time to time to appoint as many Deputies under him 
as the Throng of Business will require, for whose abilities and 
integrity he alone is responsible This Regulation has been found 
upon long Trial & repeated experiments to answer every end better 
than any other they have heretofore adopted and these your Peti- 
tioners conceive to be the obvious Causes of the advantages result- 
ing from that regulation When there is a number of Inspectors or 
more than a single one, in all Cases where there has been any re- 
missness or Inattention in passing Flour not strictly merchantable 
the Censure has fallen indiscriminately upon the Inspectors by 
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which the person guilty has in a great measure escaped the Stigma 
by bearing only a divided part which is generally considered as 
none at all and this motive or spur to a proper discharge of Duty 
being in a great measure destroyed the Officer becomes remiss and 
is sometimes tempted to become criminal Whereas when there is 
but a single person to perform the Duties and become responsible 
for the Inadvertencies or Frauds that may be committed, the dread 
and apprehension of a detection will keep up an attention which 
will rarely be procured by any other means Besides a very strong 
temptation is thrown in the way when there is more than one In- 
spector (and the odium of misconduct through that means divided 
& in a great measure lost) arising from the Pecuniary emoluments 
of the Business for as each Inspector is paid for the services re- 
spectively performed by him, the more of the Business he can draw 
to himself the greater will be his emolument; this will lead him to 
be less rigid in the Business in order to draw the bulk of it to him- 
self; for the Farmer and Miller being in no way interested in the 
sale at Foreign markets, have no further object than to get their 
Flour passed by the Inspector, and the less he is in respect to the 
Quality, the more they can make of it, and the meanness of the 
Quality will induce them to take it where it will be passed with 
the least difficulty, and this conduct alone would in a short time 
quite reduce the quality of the Staple Your Petitioners therefore 
humbly pray the Honorable House to take the same into considera- 
tion and adopt those measures which in the neighbouring States 
has discovered to be so highly beneficial in appointing only one 
Inspector of Flour at the different places where Flour is received 
for exportation with power in cases of emergency to nominate and 
appoint under him as many Deputies as may be necessary for his 
good conduct he to be accountable and also to appoint one Inspector 
of Bread at all such places And your Petitioners as in duty bound 
shall ever pray Etc. 

Danl. Mc.Pherson Jonah Watson 

Isaac Mc.Pherson Dennis Eamsay 

T Marsteller Francis Peyton 

Jas. Keith Wm. H. Powell & Co. 

Thos. Porter Th. Love 

Eobert Donaldson Bobinson Sanderson & Bumney 
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Merchants of Alexandria 
Their Petition 
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